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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, DM 

SUB J : USE OF COTONOU-NIAMEY-GAO ROUTE 

REF: (A) NIAMEY 846 

(B) STATE 057550 

(C) DAKAR 1554 

(D) STATE 62869 

1. AS REQUESTED PARA 2 REFTEL (C), POST HAS SURVEYED 
POTENTIAL FACTORS AFFECTING USE COTONOU-GAO ROUTE. NO 
DIFFICULTIES ARE FORESEEN FROM COTONOU END, ESPECIALLY 
IN VIEW RECENT START OF ALGERIAN OIL DELIVERIES WHICH 
ASSURE AVAILABILITY OF FUEL NEXT SIX MONTHS (COTONOU 453). 

2. RE REFTEL (D), ETA COTONOU DELTA PARAGUAY NOW MARCH 30 
OR 31. SOCOTRA HAS EXPRESSED OPINION THAT SHIPMENTS TO GAO 
COULD BE HANDLED WITHIN PRESENT FRAMEWORK THEIR AGREEMENT WITH 
NO TROUBLE. HOWEVER, WE HAVE GIVEN SOCOTRA NO SPECIFIC 
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INSTRUCTIONS YET ON DIVERTING 500 MT SORGHUM EX-DELTA PARAGUAY 
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TO MALI. SOCOTRA DIRECTOR KOFFI NOW IN DAKAR AND EXPECTED RE- 
TURN COTONOU APRIL 1 OR 2. ANY AMENDMENT SHIPPING CONTRACT 
WITH SOCOTRA WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE TO DISCUSSED WITH HIM 
PERSONALLY. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE ASAP WHAT INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD BE PASSED 
SOCOTRA. 

MCNAMARA 
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